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force them to attempt the impossible. The m-jdern trend
is toward a lightened load in arithmetic practice in all
grades.
4.* Real problems should be utilized. Problems that confront
the children in their home or school activities, or imagined
problems such as they might meet in life, are more inter-
esting to them than purely hypothetical problems. More-
over, these real problems are not difficult to find in a school
where children live. Interest, in turn, results from mas-
tery— from the successful solution of problems.
"I have twenty-five cents to spend for lunch. Which
are the best foods on the lunchroom menu today to buy
with this amount of money?" is a real problem. "If I have
1275.60 in the bank and draw out $25.00, how much have I
left?" is a problem which a boy or girl might meet in his
contacts with banks now or later in life. Real arith-
metic problems, as has already been suggested, may be
found in connection with the children's work in making
articles of wood, aprons, and dresses, in dividing a large
recipe to make a smaller amount or multiplying it for large
quantity cookery, in managing and patronizing the school
bank and the school cafeteria, and in other school situa-
tions. Plenty of problems similar to those children may
meet can be found, so that the teacher need never resort
to such absurd situations as dividing an apple into thirteen
parts, or finding the number of square inches in a circular
baseball field.
5. Attention should be given to an analysis of basic factors
in problem solving. There are a number of factors in
solving problems besides knowing the number of combi-
nations. One of these is ability to read and understand
the terms used, the facts given, and the solution required.
Another is the ability to decide when to use addition, sub-
traction, multiplication, or division. Another is to judge
whether the answer obtained is a reasonable one. Steven-
son's Problem Analysis Arithmetic Reading Test is helpful
in finding out which factors are causing trouble for a given
child.
The use of graphs is one means of concretely developing
vocabulary and concepts as a basis for later work with

